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The Delaware Riverkeeper Network gives voice, strength and protection to 
the communities and waterways of the Delaware River.  Through independent 
advocacy, and the use of accurate facts, science and law, DRN works to ensure 
the rich and healthy future that can only exist with a clean, healthy and free 
flowing river system.

The Delaware Riverkeeper Network is unique in that it is founded upon the 
expectation of personal and community responsibility for river protection, 
as personified by the Delaware Riverkeeper.  DRN is the only grassroots 
advocacy organization that operates watershed-wide and empowers 
communities with the engaged interaction and information needed to succeed 
in protecting our River and region now into the future.

Delaware Riverkeeper Network
925 Canal Street, Suite 3701
Bristol, PA 19007
215-369-1188
www.delawareriverkeeper.org

The Delaware Riverkeeper Network champions the rights of our 
communities to a Delaware River and tributary streams that are 
free-flowing, clean, healthy, and abundant with a diversity of life.
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Preface
This Guidebook

This Guidebook is meant to provide support and guidance to elected officials, government entities, and 
residents working at the municipal level to protect the environment and community resources.

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s recent decision in Robinson Township, Delaware Riverkeeper Network, et 
al.  v. Commonwealth, 83 A.3d 901 (Pa. 2013), has required a reconsideration of the roles and responsibilities 
of those entrusted to protect our shared natural resources.  The Court has recognized that the Pennsylvania 
Constitution’s Environmental Rights Amendment is imperative, requiring that the decisions made at every level 
of government protect our constitutional environmental rights.

This guidebook also offers tools and strategies to help municipalities carry out these actions at the municipal 
level.  Each municipality has unique needs and specific resources that municipal planning, zoning and 
regulation are meant to care for and this guidebook helps spell out how to do that.

Municipalities should always be sure to consult with knowledgeable legal counsel and other experts.  While 
there is no cookie-cutter answer, there is a unified goal - to fulfill the letter and spirit of Article I, Section 27, 
for present and future generations.

Principles of Established Municipal Planning and Regulation

This guide is based on the well-established principles that are the foundation of municipal planning and 
implementation of environmental laws by government. 

At the core, these principles establish:

1.	 The power and responsibilities of local government to control activities within their jurisdiction;

2.	 Local zoning is firmly entrenched in Pennsylvania law;

3.	 Ordinances are essential to preventing harm caused by industrial activities such as gas development and 
by extension, respecting citizens’ constitutional rights.



viii




