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Delaware Riverkeeper Network Launches Public Service Awareness Ad  

on cable television to engage the public on the threats posed by fracking 

 
Bristol, PA – For years, when the public heard about natural gas drilling and fracking, it was 

likely that they did so from the oil and gas industry through the ad campaigns of Exxon and 

Chesapeake, and industry lobbying groups like American Petroleum Institute, American Natural 

Gas Alliance and the Marcellus Shale Coalition.  When it came to the TV airwaves, industry has 

enjoyed a virtual monopoly with campaigns that overwhelm solid, objective news reporting that 

critically analyzes the claims of industry. 

 

Today, the Delaware Riverkeeper Network (DRN) seeks to break the advertising monopoly with a 

thirty second TV ad which starts tonight on LIFETIME, MSNBC, CNBC, and FOX NEWS.   

 

“Gas industry television ads have been increasing, spreading a false picture of shale gas drilling, 

fracking, and the effect they have on local communities.  Our ad is intended to bring balance to 

the picture,” says Maya van Rossum, the Delaware Riverkeeper. “The gas industry ads are 

ubiquitous and relentless. Our goal is to take on the misinformation campaign of the industry and 

to engage the public with the facts they need to know to protect themselves and their families,” 

continued van Rossum. 

 

”The public needs to know that: hydraulic fracturing and other methods to extract gas from tight 

geologic formations such as shale cause inevitable pollution, both short term and long term to 

groundwater; even the best management practices available today will not protect communities, 

public health and the environment; and industry’s own documents show this to be true”, said van 

Rossum.  “Further, the toxic waste products produced and the lack of available technology to 

clean it, the land clearing, tremendous truck traffic, and air pollution cause inevitable degradation 

that is difficult and in many cases impossible to remediate”, concluded van Rossum. 
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Delaware Riverkeeper Network’s TV ad exposes the intractable problems of pollution from shale 

gas extraction processes and invites the viewer to learn more and get involved on the issue.  The 

ad links to DRN’s dedicated website http://www.frackattack.org/videos.html where the TV ad can 

be seen and action alerts and further information is available.   

 
 “We don’t have millions of dollars like the industry does: given our limited resources, some may 

be surprised that we would spend some of it on FOX,” said van Rossum.  “But we feel this is an 

issue that transcends party and ideological lines since it affects clean drinking water and the 

health of our communities.  We are serious about engaging the public, all the public. We want to 

open the debate up wide to involve everyone.  We all have a right to this information and everyone 

needs to know what’s going on,” concluded van Rossum. 

 

Established in 1985 upon the appointment of the Delaware Riverkeeper, the Delaware 

Riverkeeper Network (DRN) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) membership organization.  DRN's 

professional staff and volunteers work throughout the entire Delaware River Watershed including 

portions of Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York.   
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