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Nationwide Coalition Calls on Congress to Leave FERC Seat Vacant
Washington, D.C. – 102 organizations urged members of the U.S. Senate to leave departing Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) Commissioner Robert Powelson’s seat vacant, until Congress has held
investigations into FERC’s abuses of power and initiated needed reforms. According to a recent interview,
Powelson will be leaving FERC on August 10, 2018.
In August 2017, the nationwide VOICES coalition called on members of the Senate not to restore a quorum at
FERC and to use the time to advance the call for hearings into FERC to identify and pursue reforms. With
Powelson’s departure, FERC’s balance of power is now split. The letter says, “You now have a second chance
when it comes to protecting communities from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) abuses of
power and law, and from the fracked gas pipelines wreaking so much havoc on communities, environments,
and the safety of future generations.”
The VOICES coalition also denounced FERC’s announcement that they would not consider climate impacts of
pipeline projects, saying in the letter, “In fact, Commissioners Powelson, Chatterjee, and McIntyre recently
announced that FERC will not consider the climate impacts of the pipeline projects they review. There is no
reason to think that any Trump Republican appointee will think or act differently. If Commissioner Powelson’s
seat is left vacant there will be, at least to some degree, a stop of the FERC Rubber Stamp parade for
pipelines. If the seat is filled it is certain that every proposed pipeline that comes before FERC will be quickly
and easily approved.”
“With Robert Powelson’s exit, FERC will be unable to approve pipelines where there is a 2 to 2 split among the
Commissioners over key issues like climate change and the misuse of eminent domain authority,” said Maya
van Rossum, the Delaware Riverkeeper, leader of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network and leading member
of the VOICES coalition. “And so it is time for members of the U.S. Senate who are concerned about FERC’s
failure to consider the climate change impacts of the fracked gas pipelines it is rampantly approving, who are
concerned about the Commission’s misuse of the power of eminent domain, and who recognize that the
agency has a demonstrated bias in favor of the fossil fuel industry that needs to be addressed, to stand firm
against the confirmation of Donald Trump’s replacement for FERC Commissioner Powelson until needed
reforms to the agency’s process have been identified and put in place by Congress through Natural Gas Act
reform.”
“Commissioner Powelson’s departure comes during the Commission’s examination of its Pipeline Certificate
Policy Statement announced earlier this year,” said Karen Feridun, Founder of Berks Gas Truth. “A public
comment period ended on July 25th with no indication that any public hearings would be part of the public

participation process. The VOICES coalition has called on the Commissioners to schedule and personally attend
a minimum of six hearings in representative communities across the country. The Commissioners have
shielded themselves from hearing directly from the people and witnessing the harm their decisions have done.
The Senate can and must support our call for hearings and withhold acting on any nomination the Trump
administration puts forth until those hearings have occurred and the Commission’s review is complete.”
“Robert Powelson retiring from FERC is a victory for the environment and clean energy. From the beginning,
he has clear contempt for the public, including smearing anti-pipeline activists. Powelson was a member of the
Greater Philadelphia Energy Action Team whose goal is to lobby and promote pipelines and expand the energy
industry including refiners. Powelson left FERC because he didn’t support Trump’s efforts to subsidize coal and
nuclear power. Even he couldn’t support these irresponsible policies," said Jeff Tittel, Director of the New
Jersey Sierra Club. "We’re hoping that Powelson leaving FERC will result in a stalemate when it comes to the
Commission approving unnecessary fossil fuel projects. This is good because the more we can delay approvals
the better chance we can stop these destructive projects. If FERC regains a Republican bias, they will once
again have the power to approve dangerous pipelines and projects such as final approval for PennEast and the
Northeast Expansion Supply Enhancement Project. The more we can delay future Trump nominations to
fill Powelson’s spot, the longer it will take for FERC to take action on all of the unnecessary and destructive
projects."
“It is not with heavy heart that we say goodbye to Mr. Powelson….the man who called those standing up for
community rights, clean water and air and against the out of control natural gas industry ‘environmental
Jihadists’. With his departure there is a possibility that this rogue agency might actually get reset to perform in
a more balanced manner, without the blatant and unethical relationships with staff at corporations they are
overseeing, gift giving, party attending and overall corruption in attitude and behavior that has gone on in the
recent past. Maybe there will be a place for the Common Human’s needs to be taken into consideration as
opposed to just simply approving every project that comes to its collective desks,” said Sharon Furlong, cofounder of Bucks Environmental Action.
"The disruption of climate poses one of the greatest public health threats of our time. Pipelines as the
mainstay of fossil fuel infrastructure are major drivers of that change in climate and extreme weather
patterns. Rubber-stamping of pipelines without considering the climate impacts is akin to pushing an
unnecessary pill and disregarding its serious side effects. The decisions that FERC makes have significant
impact on communities and policy makers have a duty to protect the public by holding FERC accountable,"
said Pouné Saberi, MD, MPH, Physicians for Social Responsibility.
“We’re at an unprecedented crossroads here, where two of the remaining FERC Commissioners have pushed
to streamline the process by completely disregarding any climate effects, and the two others are repeatedly
making that case that FERC can no longer deny these impacts of the projects they approve,” said Rosemary
Wessel, Program Director, No Fracked Gas in Mass. “No Fracked Gas in Mass and Berkshire Environmental
Action Team have met with the offices of Senator Warren and Markey personally to make the case that this
delicate balance needs to remain, and careful attention needs to be paid to all nominees for fill Powelson’s
seat. We urge everyone to do the same, no matter who your Senators are.”
“With the impacts of the climate emergency all around us – forest fires, heat waves, droughts, floods and
more – it would be a dangerous abdication for the Senate to confirm any nomination made by climate denier
Donald Trump to FERC. Senators who care about climate change must demand hearings and real reform from
this agency to prevent the rubber-stamp approval of new pipelines or fossil fuel infrastructure that contribute
to global heating,” said Melinda Tuhus, Beyond Extreme Energy.

“Our group waged lawsuit for over 30 years on behalf of endangered species in the Albany Pine Bush. Projects
we support pour millions of federal state and private dollars into restoration. Yet all of this is for naught
should climate change continue to escalate,” said Grace Nichols, Save the Pine Bush. “We are facing
extinction. There is no more important enterprise than the prohibition of fossil fuel infrastructure. Any
industrial activity which contributes to the dispossession and/ or death of millions of coastal humans needs to
be illegal. FERC needs to be ready for this challenge.”
###
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August 9, 2018
Dear Senators,
You now have a second chance when it comes to protecting communities from the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) abuses of power and law, and from the fracked gas pipelines wreaking
so much havoc on communities, environments and the safety of future generations. With Commissioner
Powelson’s resignation a little bit of balance has been restored to FERC – no longer is there a solid 3 to 2
majority in support of every pipeline brought before the Commissioners – Commissioners Glick and
LeFleur now have the chance to take a meaningful stance on projects regarding climate change, need,
tolling orders and the misuse of eminent domain. And so, we, the undersigned, urge you to take a stand
against Trump’s newest FERC Commissioner nominee until there have been congressional hearings
investigating FERC’s abuses and needed reforms to the Natural Gas Act that will protect communities, the
environment and our climate have been identified.
Almost exactly one year ago, representatives of our VOICES coalition (a national coalition of over 245
community groups from across the nation facing the threats and harms of FERC) visited with you to
discuss the many abuses of power perpetrated by FERC on communities and our environment. We
provided you a Dossier well documenting these abuses, which have taken place over many years. We
shared testimony of 65 people from across the country given at a People’s Hearing held at the National
Press Club, to which you were invited but refused to attend. The testimony spoke to the abuses and
harms these families experienced at the hands of the FERC pipeline review process. And we appealed to
you to take the opportunity provided by a lack of a quorum at FERC to conduct the investigation into
FERC we’d called for in a letter to all members of Congress more than a year earlier and several times
thereafter. Our request: advance the call for hearings into FERC’s abuses of power and law in order to
identify and pursue needed reforms. Whether Republican or Democrat, we pleaded with you to stand up
and speak out for all the people in need of your protection and help.
You didn’t listen.
The Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committee approved Trump’s first two nominees
almost as quickly as they were brought forth. In the last moments before heading off for August recess,
there was a rushed, and completely unchallenged, vote to confirm them to the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission and thereby restore the quorum. No Senator stood up in opposition.

Between that fateful day, August 4, 2017, and today, on the order of 27 new pipeline and pipeline
expansion projects have been approved. Thousands of properties have been, and are being, taken by
eminent domain—thousands of acres of forests, streams, wetlands, ecosystems, as well as countless
species are being irreparably devastated.
It is time, Senator, to stand up and do what you can to make it right. The balance of power at FERC has
shifted with the resignation of FERC Commissioner Powelson. FERC Commissioners Glick and LeFleur
are speaking up against rubber stamp approval of pipelines, citing misuse of eminent domain authority,
the need to evaluate climate changing emissions, and the abuse of a legal loophole (called a tolling order)
that is undermining the rights of people to get their day in court before their property rights are taken
and irreplaceable ecosystems destroyed. Donald Trump’s next nominee is certain to be a climate change
denier, and one totally in league with the pipeline and associated fossil fuel industries. In fact,
Commissioners Powelson, Chatterjee, and McIntyre recently announced that FERC will not consider the
climate impacts of the pipeline projects they review, as required by NEPA, a year-old federal court
decision, and good conscience. There is no reason to think that any Trump Republican appointee will
think or act differently.
If Commissioner Powelson’s seat is left vacant there will be, at least to some degree, a stop of the FERC
Rubber Stamp parade for pipelines. If the seat is filled, it is certain that every proposed pipeline that
comes before FERC will be quickly and easily approved. We urge you to do your duty and protect future
generations from the devastation of climate change -- take a stand against Trump’s newest FERC
Commissioner nominee and in so doing, let the people, through Commissioners Glick and LeFleur, have at
least some semblance of a voice at FERC.
In addition, use our Dossier to bring to light and high profile the many abuses of FERC -- its misuse of
tolling orders to rob people of their legal right to meaningful access to the courts, its efforts to undermine
and usurp state authority, its ever growing efforts to shut people out of the public comment process, its
continuing use of third party consultants that have professional relationships with the very pipeline
companies and pipeline projects they are supposed to be objectively reviewing for FERC, the conflicts of
interest held by FERC Commissioners and staff who frequently have financial and/or professional ties
with the companies they are supposed to be objectively regulating, FERC’s announced intent to ignore the
climate changing impacts of its decisions, its stated plan to ignore decisions handed down by federal
court justices, and more. And once the hearing is over, use the inevitable evidence you will secure from
the testimony you hear to stand firm against the nominee and take every action to oppose their
confirmation as FERC Commissioner.
You made a mistake last time around - you tried to look reasonable knowing you were dealing with an
unreasonable President and unreasonable senate colleagues -- if you do it again it won’t be a mistake, it
will be a knowing sacrifice of communities and future generations for your own personal and or political
gain.
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