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Opposition Grows with DRBC approval of LNG Export  

EMPOWER NJ, Public Vow to Fight 

Trenton, New Jersey – Despite strong opposition from the public, the Delaware 

River Basin Commission unanimously approved the permit for New Fortress Energy’s 

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) export terminal on the Delaware River in Greenwich 

Township, NJ, known as Gibbstown Logistics Center.  The DRBC Commissioners, the 

Governors of the four states that are part of the Delaware River Basin – New Jersey, 

New York, Pennsylvania, and Delaware – each cast their vote in favor with no 

discussion at their public business meeting June 12.  The vote was led by the newly 

elected chair of the DRBC, the alternate representing New York Governor Cuomo. 

The vote was rushed through without any disclosure in the public notice that the 

terminal would handle LNG in addition to the other products at the terminal, which is 

currently under construction.  EMPOWER NJ exposed the plans to ship LNG from the 

port after Delaware Riverkeeper Network alerted the public and agencies based on 

investigations of New Fortress Energy.  DRBC hastily added a public hearing for the 

docket approval on June 6, where the DRBC verbally admitted LNG was a planned 
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cargo.  Objections made by the public at the June 6 hearing and in written comment 

were dismissed by DRBC in a verbal response to comments at the DRBC business 

meeting.   

New information uncovered by EMPOWER NJ has further confirmed that plans 

to export LNG from the facility were in the works at least since November 2017 when 

Delaware River Partners, acting for New Fortress Energy, submitted an application to 

the U.S. Coast Guard to export LNG from Gibbstown.  This information was obtained on 

June 12 through an open records request filed with New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection by Food and Water Watch, an EMPOWER NJ coalition 

member.  A copy of the application is imbedded at the end of this release. 

“Just days after releasing his clean energy master plan, Governor Murphy 

inexplicably threw his support behind a dangerous fossil fuel complex on the Delaware 

River,” said Food & Water Watch organizer Jocelyn Sawyer. “This fracked gas 

export project represents the worst of the Trump administration energy agenda: 

Deepening our dependence on dirty fossil fuels and putting corporate profits ahead of 

clean air and water. Even worse, this decision was made before any of the critical 

details about the capacity of this project and the hazardous materials involved were 

released to the public.” 

“DRBC has made a hasty decision that is flat out wrong.  The handling and 

export of dangerous LNG jeopardizes public health and safety in the entire region and 

exposes the Delaware River to potential catastrophe should there be an accident or 

leak.  In addition to the dangers of LNG, the dredging, construction of the berths, and 

the damage to fish and wildlife and their habitats, including the endangered Atlantic 

Sturgeon, should have required deeper consideration by DRBC to ensure the protection 

of the water resources of the Basin,” said Maya van Rossum, the Delaware 

Riverkeeper. 

“The DRBC sold out the public and the environment with its approval of this 

disastrous LNG port. This project will have significant environmental impacts from toxic 

sediment suspended from dredging. The peer can impact marine fisheries and 

endangered species like the Atlantic Sturgeon. More importantly, this is a threat to 



public health and safety. A leak, accident, or explosion could jeopardize the lives of tens 

of thousands of people. What the DRBC did was outrageous in pushing this through 

with very little time for public comment or scrutiny,” said Jeff Tittel, Director of the 

New Jersey Sierra Club. “DEP knew about the project for two years and pushed 

through their permits all behind closed doors. New Jersey voted for the project at the 

DRBC. Governor Murphy says he wants cleaner, renewable energy yet he approved an 

LNG port that will have significant impacts on water quality, climate, and increase 

GHG’s. This is a fracking bad decision.” 

"The DRBC decision yesterday to approve a massive LNG export on the banks 

of the Delaware River was the classic rubberstamp," said Doug O'Malley, director of 

Environment New Jersey. "The deafening silence from the Commissioners before they 

unanimously voted for a proposal which the DRBC recently publicly admitted was a 

LNG facility speaks volumes. There is a clear strategy to push this project through as 

quickly as possible with as little time for public input as possible. NJDEP will place a key 

role in this project and the Murphy Administration must oppose this project. You cannot 

achieve 100% clean energy by 2050 when you're building the first LNG export facility on 

the Delaware. Our river and our climate demands deep-sixing this rubberstamp 

approval by DRBC." 

“We will fight this destructive and potentially catastrophic export of LNG from the 

Delaware River.  DRBC’s approval was an enormous mistake and a betrayal of the 

public’s trust in their protection of our river, the life in the river, the water quality that will 

impact tidal waters carried up stream to Philadelphia and New Jersey drinking water 

intakes, and their consideration of the public’s safety.  This project will require 

thousands of new fracked wells to feed the proposed LNG plant in Bradford County, PA 

spurring more human health and environmental devastation to communities in the 

Marcellus Shale regions,” said Tracy Carluccio, Deputy Director, Delaware 

Riverkeeper Network. 

The “Letter of Intent” submitted by Delaware River Partners seeking approval by 

the Coast Guard for the export of LNG is now out of date as it only references one berth 

and the application approved by DRBC as well as other currently proposed permits 



regarding the project is for two new berths at the expanded dock.  Also, the amounts of 

LNG (and natural gas liquids – known as “Liquefied Hazardous Gas”)  contained in the 

application are no longer accurate because the capacity of shipping would triple at the 

terminal if the two new berths are approved by New Jersey under a state Waterfront 

Development Permit, out for public comment until June 20.  According to the 

application, the volume of LNG to be exported was 2,338,000 gallons per day.  It is 

unknown how much would be exported under the new scenario.   

It is also revealed in the application that New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection is the “lead agency” for the project, providing proof that the 

state knew about the LNG plans in 2017 but did not disclose that publicly. 

The “Letter of Intent” is imbedded below. 
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