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Millennium Secures Approval to Construct 
Request for Injunction Filed 

  
Sullivan County, NY – December 19, 2017 the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission granted a 
notice to proceed for beginning construction of the Millennium Eastern System Upgrade Pipeline 
Project (Millennium ESU).  The Delaware Riverkeeper Network immediately filed for an injunction to 
prevent construction.  The request for injunction was filed for review with the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit. 
 
The Delaware Riverkeeper Network has two outstanding challenges against the project: 

1. December 1, the organization filed a petition for review with the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit regarding the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s decision granting Millennium Pipeline Company’s (Millennium) application for 
a State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit for the Eastern System Upgrade 
(ESU) Project.   

2. November 30 the organization filed a rehearing request with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission asking for reconsideration of their November 28 issuance of a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity to the Project.  The rehearing request was accompanied by a 
motion for a stay of any construction activity and any other land disturbance conducted under 
the Certificate, pending review of the Order on rehearing.  

   
“The holidays are upon us and both Millennium and FERC decide now is the right time to rob people 
of their rights so another pipeline company can make bigger profits on the backs of the rest of us.  
FERC has given approval to advance construction of the Millennium ESU pipeline while impacted 
communities are placed in legal limbo by the agency’s failure to respond to our November 30 
rehearing request, and before the court has had an opportunity to even consider, let alone decide 
upon, our December 1 challenge to state approval of the project.  Not only does advancing the project 
through construction deny people our ability to challenge the project in the courts before irreparable 
harm is inflicted on communities and the environment, but it will invade the peace and sanctity of the 
communities and homes that lie in the wake of its destruction. And once again, it is the people who 



Page 2 of 33 
 

must stand up to defend their rights against this massive federal agency that is totally in the pockets 
of the pipeline industry – there is no one to help us, not even the state of New York who has also 
rolled over for this project,” said Maya van Rossum, the Delaware Riverkeeper and leader of the 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network.  
  
This newest set of legal challenges add to the other legal battles that embroil Millennium – including a 
legal challenge by the state against FERC approval of the Valley Lateral Project and strong opposition 
to the CPV power plant. 
 
To view the entire filing, visit http://bit.ly/millenniumfiling.  
 

### 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network (DRN) is a nonprofit membership organization working throughout the four 
states of the Delaware River Watershed including Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and New York. DRN 
provides effective environmental advocacy, volunteer monitoring programs, stream restoration projects, public 
education, and legal enforcement of environmental protection laws. 
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