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Delaware River from Philadelphia to PA/DE state line

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The safety issues we are going to hear about from our speaker Fred Millar are especially relevant to us here in the Delaware River Watershed.To illustrate how bad a location we are for an LNG facility, let’s look at a couple of maps of what is called the Delaware River Ports, focusing on the PA side of the river.The reason to focus on the PA side is because that is the location that industry and the PA legislature is currently targeting for new LNG processing plants and export terminals. New Jersey is also proposing to host an LNG project – the Gibbstown LNG Export Terminal – just across the Delaware River from Philly and Chester, people have fought it relentlessly and it is currently on hold.  Industrial interests such as Penn America LNG and the PA Legislature have put a bull’s eye on our backs here with a full steam ahead campaign to make SEPA into an LNG export hub. So, let’s take a look at the geography of these politics -This is a map focused on the PA side of the Delaware River from Philly to Delaware State line, the location that is being targeted for a SEPA LNG export terminal.There are approximately 36.04 river miles between Philly and the DE state line. There are not many available parcels as large as the parcels that house LNG terminals 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is Chester, PA woth the red dot showing the shuttered For Motor site. Penn America LNG is saying they want to build an LNG processing facility and export terminal at the shuttered Ford Motor Manufacturing site in Chester. But as far as the public knows, the site is not for sale and as the Chester group CRCQL has pointed out, the site is located right in the middle of where people live and work in this densely populated 4.8 square mile city. The Ford site is only 100 acres. LNG facilities that would produce the amount of LNG Penn America says they are planning (7 million metric tons per year) require much more land. For instance, Elba Island GA LNG processor and export terminal produces about 1/3 that amount (2.5 mmt) and uses 140 acres – if 3 times the production will require 3 times the land, a reasonable estimate of the space needed by Penn America would be over 400 acres. Cove Point MD’s LNG liquefaction plant is smaller (5.25 Million metric tons per year), about 75% as large as what they say they want to build at Chester and sits on 1000 acres and uses a lot of it as a buffer in a much more remote area. 1000 acres is 1/3 of the entire City of Chester.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Chester has just 2.86 miles of riverfront on the Delaware and a 3 mile potential impact area for a LNG facility there would include all of Chester and beyond – about 70,000 people, even extending across the river into NJ. The toxic air pollution from the operation of the LNG chiller would increase the cancer risk by 31% and people of color and low income are disproportionately high within this impact zone. Air pollutants from the LNG processing plant include Particulate Matter (PM2.5), Nitrogen Oxides, Sulfur Dioxide, Carbon Monoxide, Volatile Organic Compounds, Hazardous Air Pollutants, and greenhouse gas emissions. Wastewater discharges to the river would also increase.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Marcus Hook is just south of Chester and the only other geographic location before Delaware – LNG terminals are banned in Delaware and have been for more than 40 years. Whether or not it could find enough physical space on the river at Marcus Hook, which is currently occupied by the Marcus Hook Industrial Complex and the adjacent Trainer Oil Refinery, is also unknown – and doubtful. Certainly, the demographics of the Philadelphia/Chester/Marcus Hook region are not compatible with an LNG processing plant and terminal. The federal government advises that these facilities be placed in “remote” locations due to the dangers posed to public safety. As PHMSA describes the threat of LNG, should there be an unplanned release of LNG, the consequences can be catastrophic, causing loss of life and injury and extensive damage to the built environment. We’ll hear more about that from Fred Millar.



Action Contacts:

Chester Residents 
Concerned for 
Quality Living
(CRCQL)
https://www.chesterr
esidents.org/

League of Women 
Voters of PA
https://www.palwv.or
g/

Energy Justice
https://www.energyj
ustice.net/tags/penn
sylvania

Delaware 
Riverkeeper 
Network
https://www.delawar
eriverkeeper.org/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The red square shown here is the active on-land terminal processing, storage, and related equipment at the Cove Point MD LNG terminal overlain on Chester. The Ford site is this little square on the riverfront here. This red square doesn’t even include the docks and ship berths, just the required on-land facilities. As I mentioned, the Cove Point facility produces 5.25 metric million tons (mmt) per yr. and the Penn America would be 7 mmt/yr., so the Penn America proposed facility would need to be larger. As you can see, even this smaller operation at the Cove Point facility would take up several blocks of Chester, many times larger than the Ford Motor site. And the pollution expanse would radiate far outwards, as would the potential high impact zone should there be a release of LNG.   There is just no way such a facility could be placed in Southeastern PA, in Chester, Marcus Hook, or Philadelphia without harming communities and the environment and exposing people to intolerable hazardous air pollution and extreme danger just because of where they live and work. The problem is that bad projects in bad locations are approved by government agencies. Governor Wolf signed the PA Legislators’ bill into law in November creating a Task Force for “Making the Port of Philadelphia an LNG export terminal”. So far, the one company knocking at our door is Penn America at Chester or Marcus Hook but proposals could be spurred for Philadelphia and the 36 miles of SEPA riverfront as an outcome from this outrageously mindless push by industry and their friends in PA government.  To get involved, contact CIRQL, the community organization leading the resistance in Chester, the center of this struggle, and the other organizations shown here. DRN has a web page on the proposed Penn America LNG export terminal - https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/ongoing-issues/chester-pa-penn-america-energy-proposed-lng-export-project  

https://www.chesterresidents.org/
https://www.palwv.org/
https://www.energyjustice.net/tags/pennsylvania
https://www.delawareriverkeeper.org/
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