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Statement by Maya van Rossum on FERC’s Announcement of Pipeline 

Policy Review 

 

“Anyone who is saying this bodes well for communities, the environment and FERC review of pipelines 

has their head in the sand,” says Maya van Rossum, the Delaware Riverkeeper. 

 

The announcement by the Federal Energy Commission (FERC)’s new Chairman Kevin McIntyre that there 

will be a review of the agency’s previous 1999 policy statement on how it issues permits for new interstate 

natural gas pipelines should not be any more welcome than the recent restoration of a quorum.  “Anyone 

who is saying this bodes well for communities, the environment and FERC review of pipelines has their 

head in the sand,” said Maya van Rossum, the Delaware Riverkeeper and leader of the Delaware 

Riverkeeper Network, one of the leaders in the national battle against FERC the agency and against FERC 

fracked gas pipelines.   

  

“I simply do not believe this review will be good for those concerned about the proliferation of fracked gas 

pipelines and those who suggest otherwise are not paying attention to the facts, recent or otherwise,” van 

Rossum added.  “I believe this process will be used to further advance pipelines and further empower 

pipeline companies and it will be very bad for states’ rights, people’s rights, property rights and the 

environment. 

  

“I think FERC is likely to strengthen their undermining strategies when it comes to states and state reviews, 

that they are likely to roll back GHG reviews which they had kind of took a step forward on, that they will 

probably further solidify the undermining strategies they use to exclude people from having any meaningful 

opportunity to address FERC or FERC commissioners on proposed pipelines and they are likely to identify 

new pathways to undermine reviews by other agencies at the federal level as well.” 

  

“The recent comments by Commissioner Chatterjee disparaging states’ rights and Commissioner Powelson 

talking about communities opposed to pipelines as jihadists support my concerns.  Further, while some point 

to Commissioner LeFleur’s recent dissent, when one looks at her entire history and even the specifics of that 

particular decision, there is no reason to believe she in anyway doubts FERC’s abuse of its power and 



 

Page 2 of 2 
 

authority over the years.  Indeed, even the recent statements of concern by Commissioner Bay only came 

when he was on his way out the door,” van Rossum said.   

 

### 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network (DRN) is a nonprofit membership organization working throughout the four states of 

the Delaware River Watershed including Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and New York. DRN provides effective 

environmental advocacy, volunteer monitoring programs, stream restoration projects, public education, and legal 

enforcement of environmental protection laws. 

 


