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"When we best protect the River, we best protect 
ourselves." If  you have ever attended an event where I've 
spoken, you have probably heard me say these words. 
When I look back at 2011, I feel the events of  the past 
year underscore the truth of  that statement. Unfortu-
nately, our work to best protect our rivers continues to 
face challenges, but we remain committed to working 
together to overcome them.

The Delaware Riverkeeper Network works to protect 
the Delaware and its watershed. In 2011, we led the 
effort to preserve the moratorium on gas drilling that 
we had helped secure in 2010. But just across the water-
shed boundary, where fracking is underway, some of  our 
neighbors are finding methane migrating into their water 
supply.

Imagine being able to set your water on fire. Imag-
ine living with the fear of  an explosion if  methane gas 
should build up in your home. Imagine not knowing 
whether every glass of  water you drink is exposing 
you to dangerous chemicals. Imagine your dream home 
becoming your nightmare, becoming unsafe to live in, 
losing its water supply, and its economic value.

When we protect the River from fracking, we are pro-
tecting ourselves from the human health impacts of  this 
practice as well.

Shale gas drilling requires pipeline and power line 
expansions as well as new bridges, massive levels of  de-
velopment, water withdrawals, and pollution injects. And 
these impacts will affect our watershed even if  drilling 
does not happen here. Already we are feeling the harm of  
widened roads with the increased capacity that is required 
to serve drilling happening elsewhere and it will only 
increase if  drilling is allowed in our watershed. In 2011, 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network  efforts to oppose these 

damaging gas drilling support activities required legal 
action on behalf  of  our streams.

As we know, the power line and pipeline expansions are 
coming even if  we are successful in keeping drilling out 
of  our watershed. That is just one of  many reasons why 
we must also act now to help our neighboring watersheds 
stop the drilling that is decimating their communities.

Improperly managed stormwater can cause erosion, 
flooding, property damage, and habitat disruption. Flood-
ing and damage from stormwater also threaten public 
safety and health. The Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
provided the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency with 
clear evidence documenting the State of  New Jersey's 
widespread failure to adequately regulate stormwater 
runoff  and ensure municipal compliance. In 2011, we 
filed legal action to address widespread stormwater viola-
tions in municipalities across the state.

Last year, protecting the River also meant protecting 
some of  its most vulnerable residents: red knots, horse-
shoe crabs, Atlantic sturgeon and dwarf  wedge mussels. 
A river can't defend itself, and these species─at risk from 
being lost forever─also needed our defense from bad 
plans like the Delaware Deepening.

We are doing our best to best protect the River in the 
face of  strong forces that mean it harm. It is not easy 
work, but it is important. When we do it together as a 
community, it is inspiring and makes all things possible.

This report summarizes last year’s efforts to protect 
the waters our children and grandchildren will inherit. I 
am pleased to be able to share it with you.

the Delaware Riverkeeper

At left: Delaware Riverkeeper 
Maya van Rossum at the Don't 
Drill the Delaware Day Rally.
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A Year in Review

Cover: The Delaware River from 
Milford Lookout.
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Go to Reports under the Resources tab on our website to view a pdf  of  this report. Clicking on the image 
above will take you to a video synopsis of  2011 with an introduction from the Delaware Riverkeeper.

Images from 2011

Protecting the river from PiPelines, Power lines, 
bridge rePlacements and road widening - 

At least seven different natural gas pipeline construc-
tion projects are currently or soon will be underway in the 
Delaware River Basin. The size and scope of  these activi-
ties, and associated stream crossings, are having substantial 
negative effects on our water resources. In 2011, the Dela-
ware Riverkeeper Network's trained volunteers monitored 
pipeline activities to document sediment problems, erosion, 
and not yet stabilized areas. DRN is now working to see 
that enforcement action is brought to bear on pipeline con-
struction projects where violations were observed last year.

The Susquehanna-Roseland 500 kV Transmission Line 
Project proposes two rows of  200-foot high towers where 
the 100-foot high 230 kV line now stands. The new lines 
would cross the Appalachian Trail, the Delaware Water 
Gap and the Middle Delaware National Scenic and Rec-
reational River. In 2011, DRN led trips showcasing these 
areas. In addition to DRN's strong advocacy and the well-
informed comments we submitted, we also encouraged oth-
ers to comment on the National Park Service Susquehanna-
Roseland Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

In 2011, DRN led the legal fight against Pennsylvania De-
partment of  Transportation's bridge replacement projects in 
Tinicum Township, Bucks County, that threaten high quality 
streams with degradation.  After construction began, DRN 
conducted 27 site visits to document degradation along 
Sundale Creek. DRN is also monitoring and opposing per-
mits for bridge replacement projects along Cooks, Tohickon, 
Watson, Rapp and Perkiomen Creeks. DRN also announced 
its opposition to PennDot’s Pond Eddy Bridge replacement 
project across the Upper Delaware.
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http://youtu.be/XphGJ5XW16o


banning fracking  - The Delaware Riverkeeper Net-
work worked with a coalition to get the Frack Ban Bill 
passed by the New Jersey Legislature in the 2011 ses-
sion; the bill, the first of  its kind in the nation, made his-
tory. A bipartisan landslide vote by both the Senate and 
Assembly approved a ban on fracking in the state. New 
Jersey has not yet been targeted by drillers, but the Utica 
Shale underlies the northwestern part of  the state and 
the Newark Basin is known to contain natural gas. Unfor-
tunately, Governor Christie conditionally vetoed the bill. 
The Legislature responded with the requested one year 
moratorium on fracking.

mobilizing citizen action  - After helping to spur an 
unprecedented 69,800 comments on the Delaware River 
Basin Commission's draft gas drilling regulations early in 
the year, the Delaware Riverkeeper Network joined with 
other groups to organize the “Don’t Drill the Delaware” 
rally. On November 21st, 800 people gathered in front of  
the War Memorial in Trenton to express their opposition 
to fracking in the Basin. The rally was held at the steps 
of  the building where the DRBC had been set to meet to 
vote on opening the Basin to gas drilling. That meet ing 
was cancelled because the DRBC's voting members could 
not reach agreement on the issue. It is clear that the im-
pending rally and all of  the citizen action and advocacy it 
inspired was key in forcing the cancellation of  that vote.

Above: Activist and actor Mark Ruffalo with Delaware Riverkeeper 
Maya van Rossum.
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taking legal action against gas drilling - The 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network had an active litigation 
docket in 2011 in support of  our efforts to prevent shale 
gas development in the Basin with three active cases 
against the Delaware River Basin Commission.

We sued DRBC for issuing a water withdrawal docket 
(permit) to Stone Energy to take 0.7 million gallons 
of  water per day from the West Branch Lackawaxen 
for fracking gas wells even though drilling is currently 
banned in the Basin. Granting this permit assumes 
drilling is inevitable and adds to the pressures to allow 
drilling.  Moreover, the permit that was granted didn't 
ensure the use of  water conservation and protection 
standards. We also sued DRBC for grandfathering so-
called “exploratory” wells without Commission review 
and oversight to ensure appropriate siting. These cases 
are pending in federal district court in New Jersey.

We also sued both the DRBC and its federal member, 
the U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers, for failing to comply 
with the National Environmental Policy Act before issu-
ing draft gas drilling regulations. NEPA has twin goals: 
ensuring that federal agencies like DRBC and the Corps 
are fully informed of  the environmental consequences of  
their actions; and enabling the public to be fully informed 
of  these consequences and promoting public participa-
tion through the comment process. This case is pending 
in federal district court in Brooklyn, New York.

Photo:  T. Carluccio



Opposing the Delaware Deepening - During 2011, 
the Delaware Riverkeeper Network continued as lead 
legal counsel representing our own organization and four 
other environmental organizations in the court chal-
lenge to this project.  The case was in the U.S. Court of  
Appeals for the Third Circuit and was fully briefed with 
oral argument taking place on January 18th, 2012. On 
July 3rd, 2012, the Third Circuit rejected our arguments 
that the Corps did not meet its obligations under federal 
environmental law. We are evaluating our legal options 
and will continue to fight this ecologically destructive 
and economically wasteful project.

Protecting atlantic sturgeon  - Throughout 2011, 
with testimony, comments, social media outreach and ac-
tion alerts to the public, the Delaware Riverkeeper Net-
work supported listing the Delaware River's genetically 
unique population of  Atlantic sturgeon as an endan-
gered species. Among other things, such a listing greatly 
increases the procedural hurdles the Army Corps has to 
overcome to proceed with the Deepening. The National 
Marine Fisheries Service announced the species for list-
ing February 6th, 2012. DRN promptly filed a motion to 
ensure that the courts were aware of  this listing proposal 
and its ramifications for Deepening.
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restoring habitat  - The Delaware Riverkeeper Net-
work's infiltration testing and soil testing at the Biofiltra-
tion Rain Garden adjacent to Saddlers Woods (Haddon 
Township, New Jersey) was completed in 2011. The 
results informed the final infiltration and bioretention 
soils design. The Bioretention Rain Garden, as well as 
the associated bioswales and meadow, will slow storm-
water runoff  from rushing into Saddlers Run; clean the 
runoff; reduce erosion; infiltrate the water to support a 
healthy groundwater base flow for the stream; and im-
prove habitat.

taking legal action over stormwater - In July 
2011, the Delaware Riverkeeper Network sued the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to bring New Jersey’s 
Stormwater Program into compliance with the Clean 
Water Act. Flooding in 2011 bore out what DRN docu-
mented in 2010: that New Jersey’s failure to adequately 
regulate stormwater and ensure municipal compliance 
with New Jersey stormwater laws has put communi-
ties at risk of  increased flooding, pollution, and erosion. 
Although the courts did not rule in our favor, they ac-
knowledged that New Jersey has not fully complied with 
the Clean Water Act; the ruling was based on narrow 
legal grounds, despite our being right on the facts. But 
DRN has made progress on other New Jersey-focused 
stormwater strategies.
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Protecting streams large and small - After sam-
pling Mill Creek (Union Township, Berks County) and find-
ing diversity and good health, the Delaware Riverkeeper 
Network petitioned the Pennsylvania Department of  En-
vironmental Protection to upgrade this small Schuylkill 
River tributary to Exceptional Value status. Over 60 
citizens supported our petition to  increase protections for 
this deserving Schuylkill Highlands stream. At the May 
2011 Environmental Quality Board meeting, the stream 
was accepted for study, the first hurdle on the path to 
EV status. As a result of  a 2012 legal challenge by DRN 
against DEP, the petition was processed and the majority 
of  the creek given EV existing use status.

In December 2011, DRN submitted a comprehensive 
regional upgrade petition to the Pennsylvania DEP to up-
grade the Upper and Middle Delaware River region and trib-
utaries to EV. This region encompasses over 1,600 square 
miles, the largest land area ever proposed for an upgrade 
in Pennsylvania. Our petition requests that this area be 
given the protection that science has shown these streams 
deserve. The majority of  streams in the region have High 
Quality designation currently and are located mostly 
in forested and rural areas of  Wayne, Pike and Monroe 
Counties. Twenty-four organizations and 150 watershed 
citizens signed on to the initial petition and wrote letters 
of  support to strengthen the upgrade request.

Training volunteer monitors - In 2011, the Dela-
ware Riverkeeper Network held 3 workshops and 4 small 
group field training sessions that added more than 40 
new monitors to our network of  volunteers monitoring 
stream health in the portion of  the Basin proposed for 
drilling. Through this effort, Delaware Riverkeeper Net-
work volunteers are documenting the healthy conditions 
of  these important streams at 70-plus stations every 
month and using this data to advocate against drilling in 
this sensitive region.

documenting stream health - In 2011, the Dela-
ware Riverkeeper Network assisted agencies to monitor 
streams in the portion of  the Basin proposed for drilling. 
Where agencies were not able to sample, the Delaware 
Riverkeeper Network filled gaps and sampled using 
agency approved protocols.  As a result, the macroinver-
tebrate quality and habitat of  these streams was docu-
mented at more than 45 stream stations.  
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river tech

Sharing technical expertise with 
watershed groups, other conserva-
tion groups, agencies, and munici-
palities.

advocacy

Securing stronger regulations to 
protect the Delaware River and 
tributary streams and defeating 
bad projects that would harm our 
waters.

awareness

Providing tools and training to 
help private citizens take action on 
behalf  of  their local streams.

legal action

Building strong cases that protect 
the River, enforce the law, and set 
precedent for its future protection.

water watch

Mobilizing a network of  trained 
citizens who serve as on-the-ground 
investigators for the Delaware River 
and its tributary streams.

habitat restoration

Restoring native plant communi-
ties, increasing wildlife habitat 
value, improving stream function 
and transport, and encouraging 
infiltration of  stormwater.

The Delaware Riverkeeper Network
Championing the rights of  our communities to a Delaware River

and tributary streams that are free-flowing, clean and healthy.

Our Programs
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the Delaware Riverkeeper
Giving a voice to the Delaware River, its tributaries

and all the communities that appreciate and depend upon them. 
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